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THE
WAKEFIELD
VARIATION

The Wakefield Variation is a webseries created
and produced by Effetto Espanso, video
production studio foundedin 2009 in Pisa, Italy.
The story is loosely based on “Wakefield”, a
short story by Nathaniel Hawthorne, now set in
the present time. The story follows the
apparently simple plot of Hawthorne’s
Wakefield: some day a young man decides to
leave the girlfriend he lived with, and vanishes.
Our man has been hiding in a small apartment for
years: he didn’t leave any traces behind, and
keeps spying on his former girlfriend using bugs
and hidden cameras, in a sort of twisted social
experiment. Time goes by, ina flow of memories,
thoughts, and loneliness. When the girl -who has
long moved on - is about to make a step which
would put her out of range for good, Wakefield
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WAKEFIELD

a web series about
watching from a distance

starts thinking about getting back into her life. The series, an independent production
shot in Italy with an international cast, can be watched on many digital platforms, starting
from the official site www.thewakefieldvariation.com, source of the most updated

information.

One look behind is a prequel, telling a story from the main character’s teenage years,

exposing details still hidden in the series.
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Effetto Espanso

It's the studio behind the project. Founded in Pisa by Gianluca
Olmastroni (1981) and Alessandro De Nicola (1983), it deals
with film and video, their convergence and generally about motion
picture storytelling. It was started by two former film studies
students of Pisa University: its goals are the merging of academic
background and field work, while it looks forward to technological,
stylistic and creative trends. Halfway between being a service
company and a production studio, it originally focused on
documentary before moving to fiction: before The Wakefield
Variation it has produced tourist (Treasures of Genoa) and
creative (The Sound of Revolution) documentaries. More info on
www.effettoespanso.it

Riccardo lacono

Graduated at Florence Scuola Internazionale di Comics, he works
with many music and film production as sketch artist, cover artist
and storyboarder. He's been using the Prichardesign brand to
work on advertising campaigns, music videos and 2D motion
graphics. He co-founded Electric Sheep Comics in 2012, virtual
graphic novel and comic book studio. The artists part of the group
won the Cometa prize at Levantecom 2013 and run the ESC
Collection for Gordiano Lupi's Il Foglio Letterario. He's co-author of
Blood Washing, graphic novel coming summer 201 3. More info on
www.facebook.com/ElectricSheepComics
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EVERYTHING WAS WHERE IT
SHOULP'VE BEEN, THERE

WAS NO NEEDP FOR
ANYTHING ELSE.
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OPEN SPACES, NATURE - --

ONE GLANCE SEEMED TO

TELL YOU EVERYTHING YoU
NEEDPED TO KNOW.
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POESN'T TEACH YOU ANYTHING USEFUL

EITHER.
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IT'S NOT EASY TO

UNPERSTAND THEM. ¥ - |
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AT A DISTANCE, IT'S EASIER= |\
OBSERVATION GIVES MUCH [

MORE INFORMATION.
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LIKE HOW MANY THINGS YOU CAN GET FROM THE WAY SOMEONE WALKS. - .-
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YOU HAVE TO WEAR A MASK |,
WHICH MAKES IT REAL HARP TO
CONCENTRATE.

EVEN IF YOU couLp
USE A CLUE,
ONCE IN A WHILE.
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ANYWAY, PEOPLE ARE COOL
MOST OF THE TIME.
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YOU JUST NEED TO KNOW K
THE REASON WHY.




Il

/

AHON C AR,

.
A AN 2 .

bl .
% .

WHAT AM IZ OR MAYBE I SHOULDP ASK MYSELF WHY I'M HERE.
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---WITH GENILIS!
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PO YOU THINK IT'S TOO

MUCH IMAGINATIONZ
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ME, I RELY ON THE FACTS.

ESPECIALLY THE ONES
CAPTUREP THE HARD WAY.- ..




SURE IT'S UNPLEASANT BEING WATCHED.
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ROOOOOGER, |
WHAT ARE YOU :
upP TOZ ARE YOU
SLEEPINGZ
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NO MOM,
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I'M SORRY!
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WE START VERY YOUNG, BEING CURIOUS.
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I~ ALL THESE
PEOPLE ACTUALLY KNEW WHAT I'VE GOT
HERE ... WELL, MAYBE A LOT OF THEM
WOULPN'T CARE.
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EVEN A GREAT REVELATION OR POTENTIAL

CRIME ... NOEBOPY WOULP TAKE THE »
RISK. BETTER NOT TO KNOW. /

EVERYONE MINPS THEIR OWN BUSINESS. .
WHILE I MIND THEIRS! WHO KNOWS WHO'S
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RIGHT, RISKS. .. ;
BUT WHAT ARE WE |
TALKING ABOUT HEREZ
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IS IT SOMETHING, OR SOMEONEZ
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ROGER, WELCOME. | i m— SOMEDAY
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IS WAKEFIELD A PRISONER IN AMSTERDAM? || LynN, Ma. < Bieanor Gooper, girlfriend of )
: . missing man Roger Wakefield, reads a Y O U N( ; MAN
tant :
New lead in hunt for missing IT consul Satemet ot T cotficeroe PPEARS
May g, 2005 - The girlfriend of a young man who has DISI \ A
. : o : issing' si i > >field, 26, was
A retired private detective is convinced he ::in f: Ssing since leawnghthc P a[;yr us Roger Wakef » ¥ .
spotted him in the Dutch city two weeks eéshore mJanual. y 2003 nas made a. last seen on January 12
ago, providing a vital new lead. tearful appeal for information about him. LYNN, Ms. - Police are sc:(;’lchingn::)':c:
) . . . : PR ) c y vanis
The 28-year-old has not been seen since he His girlfriend, Eleanor Cooper, 25, told a i‘gz:d::.'fm';“:’h:‘ g s
vanished from his girlfriend's house last press conference: "I just want to say how Lake, this saturday.
year. worried we are about Roger. Someone out The 26-year-old man, Rn‘gcr \_\'4;:_“_'““:1‘1'1'.\‘““

. " . c . eportedly last seen by his girlfriend Elea-
The reported sighting has left Roger there must know where he is, as we still e ahaybefirio s they met for &
Wakefield’s anguished family and friends believe he's alive.” walk The gilr»ll said tlwgr ;li'i?:’;‘l“:it.lh

. is i 1S 1 i : ionshi roblems. / §S releasc i
desperately hoping this is the break- "This is a terrible time for all of us and we by the police describes him af¥hite, of
through they need — but worried about are hoping for hissafe return.” lﬁc:)lti:;n: bui(:d. w.m(;"::“:hb:o:;;h:; a::i .

g i . st e” and says the
what it could mean. “ ChleflnspeCtor Bruce Spender’ of Greater w‘cjaring a dark leather jacket, light blue
His girlfriend Eleanor Coo};:fer, 24: lec:ger Boston police, said: "For Wakefield not to i tnd gree 5
idn’ - LS.
o te]:l me(;nduc’h abou:( % waor:‘ (‘)n;lt = ! return home after a mght out and not (I(')l?c (}){Ocmld quotes an officer as saying.
far as 1 know didn't even kno 4 make any contact with friends or family is “"Roger’s family are clearly very i
from Holland, he never expressed any / _ about him and are desperate for any info
interest in going there Jun, 1t 2008 not only unusual for him, but is some- mation relating to his whereabouts. We
1 . . . > , ho may have seen
B . : thing that he has never done before. would urge anyone w y-2
“If Roger is in Amsterdam, he’s there BODY IN WOODS BELIEVED TO BE MISSING “Ro ge r Wakefield doesn'fhppear to have him to contact the police. R(n)ﬁ;cr'u‘rim?\snc:
, e - : ¢ r hear this ¢ al, we would ask that y
because he > been taken iagalnSt hls “'l“. MAN FROM 5 -YEAR OLD COLD CI\SE g 3 . 2 (l:lldl‘:;l:()((:ttc:‘:?:;l\ us or the police as soon
He was never interested in drugs — he = any reason in his personal life that would , ible” According to the report,
5 CLARKSBURG, Md. - Police found Authoritics began searching for the man oo t it o P g d call the
was anti-drugs — s0 that’s not \\’hy he remains Tuesday morming that they after an anonymous information. To indicate that he mlght want to leave the anvone with information \hm.xl | ca
believe are those of a missing 3i yearold complete identification, dna test resules o Greater Boston Police at 555 856 7652.
\VOUld be there~ man who disappeared in 2003, are due next week, but body measure- area.
» . , W s nds and | r girlfriend « g A o
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LAST SEEN THREE YEARS AGO

Roger Wakefield, now 29 years old, disappeared after a walk on thf Papyrus

---THE WAKEFIELDP VARIATION, THE WEB—-SERIES!
WWW. THEWAKEFIELLPVARIATION-COM
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Even Wakefield, the cryptic and restless lead character of
the web-series The Wakefield Variation, has been a
teenage boy.

Who was he before his self-inflicted exile?
Where does his voyeuristic attitude come from?

A casual wiretap is about to drag the young Wakefield in
something alot bigger than him, and here a few details from
his past may shed some light on the darkest corners of his
future life. Learn more in this original story written by the
web-series authors and drawn by Riccardo lacono from
Electric Sheep Comics (Blood Washing, Lunaris, Polvere).

From the internet to the graphic novel, One Look Behind s
the first trans-media experiment by Effetto Espanso.
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